The Body, Soul, And Spirit
If an individual were to listen to the religious teaching of today they would be under the impression that man consists of three separate distinct parts: those being the body, soul and spirit. According to the doctrine of most churches today when an individual dies supposedly the body is placed into the grave however the soul and or spirit goes directly back to God. Thus you have people of the belief that although an individual is deceased their soul or spirit is now residing with God in heaven. This premise is false and it does not in any way line up with the word of God. The scriptures clearly show that the body and soul are one in the same and that the spirit that goes back to God is simply the breath of life. This lesson will begin with the scriptures showing actually what man is made of.

The Creation of Man

Genesis 2:7 And the lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

It is important to note that in the above verse it stated that God breathed the breath of life into man and man then became a living soul. There was no mention of anything else placed into man to make him become a living soul other than the breath of life. Thus you have a body, God gives it the breath of life and it becomes a living soul or simply put a person.

Man is a composite of a mind and body nothing more. Body and Soul are used interchangeably in the bible and they are used in reference to an individual. Not to denote some separate part residing somewhere in an individual. Following are examples which will illustrate that point.

Now in this example Abram (his name had not yet been changed to Abraham) because of a famine went to stay temporarily in Egypt. Sarai, Abram's wife was very attractive and because of this Abram was afraid an Egyptian might desire her.

Genesis 12:11 And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto

Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman to look upon:

Abram was afraid of losing his life, he knew that if an Egyptian wanted Sarai and because he was her husband they would take her and kill him.

(12) Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive.

Abram asked Sarai to pose as his sister so that he would stay alive, so by saying and my soul shall live Abram is simply saying so I won't have to die.

(13) Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee.

Abram is not saying to Sarai do this so some mystical part of my being can continue to exist. He is asking so that his life may be spared and his body not be put to death. Remember he received the breath of life and became a living soul. If they kill his body he just becomes a dead soul.

Attributes of The Soul

In looking at some of the commandments God gave we clearly see some of the functions of the soul. In these commandments you will note that God states what a soul does. Now if the soul is something separate that means you have something either inside of you or a part of you functioning in the following manner.

Leviticus 6:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

(2) If a soul sin, and commit a trespass against the LORD, and lie unto his neighbour in that which was delivered him to keep, or in fellowship, or in a thing taken away by violence, or hath deceived his neighbour;

Now the Lord said a soul can commit sin and lie. The soul also has to capable of thinking because it had to concoct the lie and it is capable of talking because it spoke the lie.

Let’s see what else the soul is capable of doing in addition to being able to think and talk and commit sin and lie. The following verse shows that the soul can eat and that the soul can physically touch things.

Leviticus 7:20 But the soul that eateth of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings, that pertain unto the LORD, having his uncleanness upon him, even that soul shall be cut off from his people.

(21) Moreover the soul that shall touch any unclean thing, as the uncleanness of man, or any unclean beast, or any abominable unclean thing, and eat of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which pertain unto the LORD, even that soul shall be cut off from his people.

The Lord said he would cut that soul off and well He should. You have something or someone running around inside of you sinning, lying on the neighbors, eating things it shouldn't, and touching unclean things. Let’s look at some more scriptures to find out about this soul.

The following verses state that a soul can be bought. So in addition to the things we see a soul can do we now find out that you can purchase one.

Leviticus 22:10 There shall no stranger eat of the holy thing: a sojourner of the priest, or an hired servant, shall not eat of the holy thing.

11 But if the priest buy any soul with his money, he shall eat of it, and he that is born in his house: they shall eat of his meat.

The following shows another attribute of the soul and that is that the soul can lust.

Deuteronomy 12:20 When the LORD thy God shall enlarge thy border, as he hath promised thee, and thou shalt say, I will eat flesh, because thy soul longeth to eat flesh; thou mayest eat flesh, whatsoever thy soul lusteth after.

21 If the place which the LORD thy God hath chosen to put his name there be too far from thee, then thou shalt kill of thy herd and of thy flock, which the LORD hath given thee, as I have commanded thee, and thou shalt eat in thy gates whatsoever thy soul lusteth after.

Now the above verse shows the soul having the capacity of thought. To lust is a thought process. Let’s look at another verse which shows this. Now Jesus final hour is approaching and He knows He is going to die soon. He states that His soul is exceeding sorrowful. So, that would be another attribute we can contribute to the soul that of being capable of what we refer to as feelings.

Matthew 26:36 Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder.

(37) And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy.

38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.

In summary we see that the soul is capable of sinning, lying, it can talk, it eats, it can physically touch things, It can be bought, it has lusts and it has feelings. Now with just the scriptures that we have reviewed it does not appear that references being made to the soul are about some mystical thing or being that resides in man. It is what I stated in the beginning the body and soul of man are one.

The physical things described that the soul does, are they not that, what simply an individual does with his or her body? People eat, talk and interact with the world on a physical level and again they do this with their body. Now there were attributes contributed to the soul which were not physical in nature. Here we saw the soul was capable of thought of lust and feelings. The attributes of a soul are simply the mind and body of an individual no more. It is your mind that harbors your thought process and your body responds to that thought process. Your mind precedes that you are hungry therefore your body reacts by you going through the physical act of eating. There is nothing else inside of you. You control your own thoughts and your own actions. Based on the premise of the soul being separate that would mean if you see something and you desire it, then it is not really you desiring it, but it’s that something that resides in you that is desiring it.

WHEN MAN SHALL BE JUDGED

Ministers have taught us that when we die the body goes into the ground but the soul or the spirit goes back to God. While that sounds comforting it is totally incorrect. The scriptures will show that when an individual dies his body or soul goes into the ground. Man returns back to dust and the only thing that goes back to God is that which he gave to make man a living soul in the first place, the Breath of Life.

We will begin our study by looking at what Solomon the wisest man to ever live had to say on the subject. First he tells us that there is a season and a time for everything. It’s important to keep this in mind.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

Solomon reiterates this in this next verse. In addition he adds that there is a time when God will judge the wicked and the righteous.

(17) I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there for every purpose and for every work.

Now if at an individual's death some part of that individual ended up in the presence of the Lord that individual would have been judged. Let’s see what Jesus has to say on the matter.

Now if you are to believe anyone it should be Jesus. Jesus states that all that come to Him will in no way be cast out.

John 6:37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

(38) For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.

He tells us not once but three times when people who are not to be cast out will be redeemed. Jesus states that He will raise them up at the last day.

(39) And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.

(40) And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.

(44) No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.

Jesus reiterates this point when He tells us in the book of Revelation that every man will get their reward according to their works when He returns.

Revelation 22:12 And, Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

Solomon said that there was a time for when every man shall be judged and Jesus told us when that time is, it is at the last day. Jesus told us that people will get their reward according to their works when He comes back. Therefore if the minister says your spirit or soul at your death already went to be with the Father you have already been judged. So who is it that Jesus has to reward when He comes back? If your soul or spirit is already with Him in heaven what is He coming back to judge for? And if your spirit or soul is already in heaven who is Jesus raising up? Did Jesus get the times and seasons wrong? The Father told Jesus that judgment was given unto Him. What, did the Father then turn around and tell some minister, man is to be judged at the time of his death and that He wanted man's spirit or soul right then in heaven. Did the Father change His mind about when judgment will be and not tell Jesus? Are we not to pay attention or believe the words of Jesus? Jesus said He will raise them up the last day. How long will we continue follow the vain imaginations of man and refuse to study the word of God so that we will know when some minister is twisting the word of God.

THE SPIRIT THAT RETURNS TO GOD

So, that we are clear on what spirit it is from man, that goes back to God, look at the following verses.

Solomon tells us that the breath that God placed in man is no different from the breath that God placed in animals. He also tells us that, they all die and go to the same place.

Ecclesiastes 3:18 I said in mine heart concerning the estate of the sons of men, that God might manifest them, and that they might see that they themselves are beasts.

(19) For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is vanity.

(20) All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.

As stated dusk we are and to dusk we shall return. In the following verse Solomon states in the form of a Question, who knows of a spirit that man has that goes up and a spirit of a beast that goes into the earth because there is none. They both have the same breath.

(21) Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?

Solomon tells us that the dead are not conscious they don’t know anything and all their thoughts cease to exist.

Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.

(6) Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.

Now in the next verse Solomon mentions of a spirit that returns to God at the death of man. So some ministers quote this and say see, a part of you is going to heaven to be with the Lord when you die.

Ecclesiastes 12:7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.

So that we know what spirit Solomon is speaking of that will return to God, we will look at one last set of scriptures.

The following scriptures found in Job will further help clarify the subject of the body, soul and spirit. In reading Job you will find that he suffered loss of all of his material things as well as his loved ones. Therefore he endured mental hardship. Job also suffered from physical ailments and his body pained. That is how his soul was vexed, his mental and physical state of being was troubled. Note in verse (2) Job states that his soul was vexed.

Job 27:1 Moreover Job continued his parable, and said,

(2) As God liveth, who hath taken away my judgment; and the Almighty, who hath vexed my soul;

What Job states in the next verse should clear up any confusion on the subject of the spirit that returns to God.

(3) All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils;

Job states that while my breath is in me and the spirit of God is in my nostrils. Now there was no little being up in Job's nose. The spirit that Job spoke of being in his nostrils is the same spirit that Solomon stated that returns back to God who gave it. That spirit is simply the Breath of Life. God breathed into his nostrils the Breath of Life and man became a living soul.

David tells us the same thing, God takes away our breath and we die. He sends forth His spirit or the breath of life and renews the earth.

Psalms 104:29 thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou takest away their breath, they die and return to their dusk.

(30) Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth.

God is constantly renewing the face of the earth. Of the reported 6 billion people who now populate the earth none of them existed 200 years ago.

The spirit that returns to God is the same one that was in Job's nose, the same one that gives us life and the same one that causes us to die when He takes it back. It is the breath of life.

 

Peace to all who seek the truth in Jesus name.
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