



Prove All Things
All the different denominations and doctrines that we have today would not exist, if individuals would put their trust in the Holy Scriptures. For it is not enough, to merely hear what a person professing to a minister of God says, one must prove all things. And that will be the focus of this lesson. The importance of being sure that you are not being mislead when it comes to the word of God. We are brought up to trust people in position of authority. When it comes to our ministers we take the position, that they have the proper training and have studied and know what they are talking about. As a result we often times do not question what it is they are teaching us. This is a very dangerous position for an individual to take. Because not only do they run the risk of being mislead, when it comes to the word of God, their very salvation is at stake.

BE NOT DECEIVED

The following scriptures are a dialogue between Jesus and His disciples. And they inquired of Jesus about the signs of His second coming and the end of the world.

Matthew 24:3 And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?

Pay close attention to what Jesus said.

(4) And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.

(5) For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.

The first thing Jesus said was, to not let any man deceive you. Those committing the deception you will note from verse 5 do in the name of Jesus. The only way an individual can avoid deception is for them to have a thorough working knowledge and understanding of the subject. And this requires research and study on their part. Once again one is supposed to prove all things when it comes to the word of God.

Throughout the bible we are warned about being deceived.

Jeremiah 29:8 For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed.

(9) For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent them, saith the LORD.

Ephesians 5:6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.

II Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

(2) And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.

I John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.

PROVE ALL THINGS

Now Paul in the following verse tells us to prove all things. Its ironic because it is Paul's writing that is used to most often to circumvent the true word of God.

I Thessalonians 5:21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

How does one prove all things concerning the word of God, but by the scriptures themselves? Don’t simply take someone at their word; don’t rely on your feeling. Make sure you read it out of the scriptures. And that does not mean reading one or two verses. What ever is said must line up with the word of God.

II Timothy 3:15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

(16) All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

(17) That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

It is easy for a person to say just read or study the bible. But one needs to know how. First we will look at what should not be done.

Now in the following verses Paul is in the synagogue teaching. And the people being taught at first believed the gospel.

Acts 14:1 And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed.

But those who at first believed allowed the nonbelievers to persuade them to change their mind.

(2) But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the brethren.

Despite Paul and the others expounding on the word of God, the non believers were able to keep the people split.

(3) Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands.

(4) But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held with the Jews, and part with the apostles.

Some sided with the non believing Jews, simply because they did not take the time, to prove out of the bible what was being said.

The following is a similar situation.   Paul is teaching in the synagogue however take note how the people reacted. This is what should be done.

Acts 17:10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.

(11) These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

Even tho the people were open to the teaching of Paul, they still took the time, to search the scriptures to prove what had been said.

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

How does one search or study the scriptures.

Isaiah 28:9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.

(10) For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:

You find where a subject is talked about in different parts of the bible and then you put it all together so you will have a clear understanding of what is being said. That is why it says you get a little here and you get a little there. This is how you let the bible interpret itself.

One thing to be pointed out here is that in order for something to be established out of the bible you should be able to find it in more than one place.

Matthew 18:16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.

II Corinthians 13:1 This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.

This is to avoid having anyone, giving you one verse or a series of verses unrelated and then telling you what they mean. That is them interpreting the bible and not letting the bible interpret itself.

PUTTING IT TOGETHER

The following will show an example of how to prove something out of the scriptures and letting the bible interpret itself. We are all familiar with the following verse.

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whomsoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Now ministers will quote this verse and tell you, that all you have to do, is just believe on Christ because you are saved through faith. They may add, thank God, you are saved, based not on your works, but through your faith. Ministers are even going so far as to say you are no longer under the law but that you are under grace. They law has been done away with. And they will quote the following verses to support their teaching or doctrine.

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

(9) Not of works, lest any man should boast.

Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but grace.

This is an example of taking one or more unrelated verses and interpreting them for you.

Now if you take these verses and put them together as often ministers do, it appears they are correct in their position. Its right there in the scriptures or is it? Remember this lesson is about proving all things. So it is not my intent here to expound on the various percepts but to establish if what is being said is true or not. Now we know that the word of God is established with two or more witnesses. So one needs to find other places in the scriptures where the subject is being dealt with. And since the example deals with believing in Christ, faith, works and grace it gives us a variety to look at. And while our search will not be exhaustive it will be enough to establish a foundation for how you should search the scriptures.

First let’s look at following verses in the book of James.

James 2:19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.

(20) But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?

Here James is talking about believing in God. But he adds something to the equation because he states that believing there is one God is not enough. The devils also believe in God. The next verse he goes on to say that faith without works is dead. Something appears not quite right. The ministers used the verse Ephesians 2:8 to say that you don't need works, but clearly James states that faith without works is dead. He is saying that you need works with your faith. Clearly we need to further our search.

I Peter 1:17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear.

Peter in the above verse tells us, that we will be judged by the Father on our works. Remember the two or more witness rule. So we will continue our search.

Revelation 22:12 And behold, I come quickly: and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

Here we have Jesus confirming what James and Peter said. One will be judged according to their works. So, an individual should realize that the statement made by the minister about a person just needing faith is wrong. But just what does a person need to do. Because didn't the minister state that an individual is saved by faith. Let’s further pursue the matter.

Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

Solomon one of the wisest man to every live, told us to fear God and keep His commandments. And in the very next verse he also states that God will judge us according to our works. Again we know that our works will be judged.

(14) For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.

But the minister said the law was done away with. So therefore one may feel what Solomon said does not apply. Again one needs to pursue the matter until all questions are answered and the matter is clear.

In the following, verse John talks about believing in Jesus and he to adds to the equation. By adding that if you believe in Jesus you are born of God, and everyone that loves the Father love His children.

I John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.

John qualifies that love in the next set of verses.

(2) By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.

(3) For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

John said we know we love God when we keep His commandments. Jesus says the same thing in the following verse.

John 14:15 If you love me, keep my commandments.

Clearly we are supposed to be keeping God's commandments. It should be evident that the minister took the verse Romans 6:14 for ye are not under the law, but under grace out of context.

But let's continue on. We will go all the way, to the last book in the bible Revelation, and see what is said on the matter. The following verses tell you to keep the commandments of God and in verse 13 it even states that your works will follow you.

Revelation 14:12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.

(13) And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.

Not only the last book of the bible but the last chapter. We are being told that, not only are they blessed those who do His commandments, but it is they who will enter into the city.

Revelation 22:13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.

(14) Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.

We will look at one last set of scriptures by Paul sense it was him who ministers quote when they make their point about being under Grace and not the law. And from its contents it is evident that these ministers have not read this.

Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

(25) Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

(26) For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,

(27) But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.

Paul clearly states that if you sin wilfully after you have received the knowledge of truth you are in serious trouble.

(28) He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:

(29) Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

Wait a minute the ministers say that you are under grace and that you don't have to keep the law you just have to have faith. Here Paul is saying that you can do despite unto the Spirit of grace by willfully committing an act of sin and that you will face serious consequences. To be sure what that consequence is look at the following verse Paul wrote in Romans.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Paul is stating that the wages of sin is death but because of God's grace we have a chance at eternal life by believing in Jesus and being obedient. Remember, because of Adam, all man was counted under sin. Christ gave us a chance to get out from under that sin. But even after receiving Grace we cannot willfully go out and sin. We must keep the law and we know that from the following verse.

I John 3:4 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.

In Hebrews, look at what Paul finally states.

Hebrews 10:30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.

(31) It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

Paul tells us that the Lord shall judge his people and isn't that the same thing that Jesus said in Revelation.

Revelation 22:12 And behold, I come quickly: and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

Paul stated that we will be judged and hopefully by now we should know that we will be judged according to our works and that we are not saved simply because we are under Grace we still have to do our part.

 

Peace to all who seek the truth in Jesus name.
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